
T 
h e  S o u t h e r n  H i l l s  a n d  t h e  S o u t h  S e a  

T h e y  b l o w  s u c h  g l a d n e s s  i n t o  m e ,  

T h a t  w h e n  I  g e t  t o  B u r t o n  S a n d s  

A n d  s m e l l  t h e  s m e l l  o f  t h e  H o m e  L a n d s ,  

M y  h e a r t  i s  a l l  r e n e w e d  a n d  f i l l s  

W i t h  t h e  S o u t h e r n  S e a  a n d  t h e  S o u t h  H i l l .  
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“THIS PAGE LEFT INTENTIONALLY BLANK.” 

- EPIMENIDES 
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Programme 
     The Feast. “It is determined that we make a feast….” 

     The Memento Mori. “I remembered… what this 

time was… It was the Day of the Dead.” 

     A Fire. “By another fire we will sing yet louder songs…” 

     A Song. “The Sailor suddenly began to sing…” 

     The Toasts. “Oyez! Le Roi le veult!” 

     Another Song. “This song I am proposing to sing is 

of a good loud roaring sort…” 

     The Drinking. “The drinking of ale, which is a kind 

of prayer…” 

     The Relating. “I will go on and on, and relate 

unendingly…” 

     The Leave Taking.  “Greatly relieved… I went, 

through the gathering darkness… home…” 
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M y s e l f .  “ W e l l ,  a n y h o w ,  i t  i s  d e t e r m i n e d  

t h a t  w e  m a k e  a  f e a s t ,  a n d  I  s a y  f o r  m y  

p a r t  t h a t  t h e r e  m u s t  b e  i n  t h i s  f e a s t  

b a c o n  a n d  e g g s  f r i e d  t o g e t h e r  i n  o n e  p a n ,  

a n d  m a k i n g  a  g r e a t  c o m m o n a l t y  i n  o n e  

d i s h . ”  

T h e  S a i l o r .  “ E x c e l l e n t ;  a n d  t h e  d r i n k  s h a l l  

b e  b e e r . ”   

T h e  P o e t .  “ B e s i d e s  t h i s ,  w h a t  w e  n e e d  i s  

t w o  l a r g e  c o t t a g e  l o a v e s  o f  n e w  b r e a d ,  a n d  

b u t t e r ,  a n d  s o m e  k i n d  o f  c h e e s e . ”   

M y s e l f .  “ P o e t ,  d i d  y o u  n o t  t e l l  m e  t h a t  y o u  

w e r e  o f  t h i s  C o u n t y  a n d  o f  t h i s  l a n d ? ”   

T h e  P o e t .  “ I  d i d . ”   

M y s e l f .  “ I  t h i n k  y o u  l i e d .  W h o  i n  S u s s e x  

e v e r  h e a r d  o f  ' s o m e  k i n d  o f  c h e e s e ’ ?  Y o u  

m i g h t  a s  w e l l  t a l k  i n  H e r e f o r d  o f  ' s o m e  
k i n d  o f  c i d e r , '  o r  i n  K e n t  o f  ‘ s o m e  k i n d  o f  

f o r e i g n e r '  c o m i n g  o v e r  b y  t h e i r  b o a t s  f r o m  

t h e  f o r e i g n  l a n d s .  I  t h i n k  y o u  m u s t  h a v e  

b e e n  o u t  o f  S u s s e x ,  P o e t ,  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  

o f  y o u r  l i f e ,  a n d  a t  t h e  w r o n g  t i m e . ”  

T h e  P o e t .  “ W h y ,  t h a t  i s  t r u e . ”   

M y s e l f .  “ A n d ,  u n d o u b t e d l y ,  P o e t ,  y o u  

a c q u i r e d  i n  o t h e r  c o u n t i e s  a  h a b i t  o f  

e a t i n g  t h a t  G o r g o n z o l a  c h e e s e ,  w h i c h  i s  

m a d e  o f  s o a p  i n  C o n n e c t i c u t ;  a n d  S t i l t o n ,  

w h i c h  i s  n o t  m a d e  a t  S t i l t o n ;  a n d  

The Menu 
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C a m e m b e r t ,  a n d  o t h e r  o u t l a n d i s h  t h i n g s .  

B u t  i n  S u s s e x ,  l e t  m e  t e l l  y o u ,  w e  h a v e  

b u t  o n e  c h e e s e ,  t h e  n a m e  o f  w h i c h  i s  

C h e e s e .  I t  i s  O n e ;  a n d  u n d i v i d e d ,  t h o u g h  

d i v i d e d  i n t o  a  t h o u s a n d  f r a g m e n t s ,  a n d  

u n c h a n g i n g ,  t h o u g h  c h a n g i n g  i n  p l a c e  

a n d  c o n s u m p t i o n .  T h e r e  i s  i n  S u s s e x  n o  

C h e e s e  b u t  C h e e s e ,  a n d  i t  i s  t h e  s a m e  

t r u e  C h e e s e  f r o m  t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  E a s t e r n  

R o t h e r  t o  H a r t i n g  H i l l ,  a n d  f r o m  t h e  s e a -

b e a c h  t o  t h a t  p a r t  o f  S u r r e y  w h i c h  w e  

g a t  f r o m  t h e  M a r c h e s  w i t h  s w o r d  a n d  

w i t h  b o w .  I n  c o l o u r  i t  i s  y e l l o w ,  w h i c h  i s  

t h e  r i g h t  c o l o u r  o f  C h e e s e .  I t  i s  n e i t h e r  

y o u n g  n o r  o l d .  I t s  t a s t e  i s  t h a t  o f  

C h e e s e ,  a n d  n o t h i n g  m o r e .  A  m a n  m a y  

l i v e  u p o n  i t  a l l  t h e  d a y s  o f  h i s  l i f e . ”   

G r i z z l e b e a r d .  “ W e l l ,  t h e n ,  t h e r e  i s  t o  b e  

b a c o n  a n d  e g g s  a n d  b r e a d  a n d  c h e e s e  

a n d  b e e r ,  a n d  a f t e r  t h a t — ”   

M y s e l f .  “ A f t e r  t h a t  e v e r y  m a n  s h a l l  c a l l  

f o r  h i s  o w n ,  a n d  t h e  P o e t  s h a l l  d r i n k  

c o l d  w a t e r .  B u t  I  w i l l  d r i n k  p o r t ,  a n d  i f  I  

t a s t e  i n  i t  t h e  j o l l y  c u r r a n t  w i n e  o f  m y  

c o u n t y ,  b l a c k  c u r r a n t s  f r o m  t h e  l i t t l e  

b u s h e s  w h i c h  I  k n o w  s o  w e l l ,  t h e n  I  

s h a l l  g i v e  p r a i s e  t o  G o d .  F o r  I  w o u l d  

r a t h e r  d r i n k  t h a t  k i n d  o f  p o r t  w h i c h  i s  

a l l  S u s s e x  f r o m  v i n e  t o  v a t ,  a n d  b r e w e d  

a s  t h e  S u s s e x  M e n  b r e w ,  t h a n  a n y  o f  

y o u r  c o n c o c t i o n s  o f  t h e  P o r t u g u e s e ,  

w h i c h  a r e  b u t  e l d e r b e r r y ,  l i q u o r i c e ,  a n d  

b o i l e d  w i n e . ”  
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  H e  d o e s  n o t  d i e  t h a t  c a n  b e q u e a t h  
S o m e  i n fl u e n c e  t o  t h e  l a n d  h e  k n o w s ,  
O r  d a r e s ,  p e r s i s t e n t ,  i n t e r w r e a t h  
L o v e  p e r m a n e n t  w i t h  t h e  h e d g e r o w s ;  
 H e  d o e s  n o t  d i e ,  b u t  s t i l l  r e m a i n s  
 S u b s t a n t i a t e  w i t h  h i s  d a r l i n g  p l a i n s .  
 
  T h e  s p r i n g ’ s  s u p e r b  a d v e n t u r e  c a l l s  
H i s  d u s t  a t h w a r t  t h e  w o o d s  t o  fl a m e ;  
H i s  b o u n d a r y  r i v e r ’ s  s e c r e t  f a l l s  
P e r p e t u a t e  a n d  r e p e a t  h i s  n a m e .  
 H e  r i d e s  h i s  l o u d  O c t o b e r  s k y :  
 H e  d o e s  n o t  d i e .  H e  d o e s  n o t  d i e .  
 
T h e  b e e c h e s  k n o w  t h e  a c c u s t o m e d  h e a d  
W h i c h  l o v e d  t h e m ,  a n d  a  p e o p l e d  a i r  
B e n e a t h  t h e i r  b e n e d i c t i o n  s p r e a d  
C o m f o r t s  t h e  s i l e n c e  e v e r y w h e r e ;  
 F o r  n a t i v e  g h o s t s  r e t u r n  a n d  t h e s e  
 P e r f e c t  t h e  m y s t e r y  i n  t h e  t r e e s .  
 
S o ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h o u g h  m y s e l f  b e  c r o s s t  
T h e  s h u d d e r i n g  o f  t h a t  d r e a d f u l  d a y  
W h e n  f r i e n d  a n d  fi r e  a n d  h o m e  a e  l o s t  
A n d  e v e n  c h i l d r e n  d r a w n  a w a y —  
 T h e  p a s s e r - b y  s h a l l  h e a r  m e  s t i l l ,  
 A  b o y  t h a t  s i n g s  o n  D u n c t o n  H i l l .  

Memento  

               Mori  
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“May the Angels lead thee into Paradise: 
On your arrival, may the Martyrs take thee up, 

And lead thee through into the holy city 
Jerusalem. 

May the choirs of Angels receive thee, 
And, with Lazarus, who once was a pauper, 

May thou have eternal rest.” 

“I know very well in my mind that a day will come when 

the holy place shall perish and all the people of it and 

never more be what they were. But before that day 

comes, Sussex, may your earth cover me, and may some 

loud-voiced priest from Arundel, or Grinstead, or 

Crawley, or Storrington, but best of all from home, have 

sung Do Mi Fa Sol above my bones.” 
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The Four Men 

Toasts  

I 
t  i s  c u s t o m a r y ,  w h e n  C h r i s t i a n  m e n  g a t h e r  

t o g e t h e r  a n d  d r i n k ,  t o  p r o p o s e  t o a s t s :  t o  

o n e  a n o t h e r ;  t o  f e l l o w s h i p ;  t o  o c c a s i o n s ;  

a n d ,  o f t e n ,  t o  a b s e n t  f r i e n d s .  A t  t h i s  F e a s t ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  w e  r a i s e  o u r  g l a s s e s  a n d  h o n o r . . .  

... The Men of the hour, Chesterton and Belloc! 

... The Men gone before us, Saints and Suffering! 

... The Men present and the Feast that gathers Us! 

... The Men who, alas, prove themselves unworthy 

to be called men, by refusing Grace, or beer, or 

good meat: that they may be converted and feast 

with us in the end! 
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O h ,  I  h a v e  d r u n k  t w o  a n d  I  w i l l  d r i n k  t h r e e :  

T h e r e  s i t s  o n e  w h o ’ l l  d r i n k  a s  m u c h  a s  m e . . .   
 

O h ,  I  h a v e  d r u n k  t h r e e  a n d  I  w i l l  d r i n k  f o u r :  
T h e r e  s t a n d s  o n e  w h o ’ l l  d r i n k  a  l i l ’  b i t  m o r e . . .  

 
O h ,  I  h a v e  d r u n k  f o u r  a n d  I  w i l l  d r i n k  f i v e :  

T h e r e ’ s  o n e  w h o ’ l l  d r i n k  w i t h  a n y o n e  a l i v e . . .  
 

O h ,  I  h a v e  d r u n k  f i v e  a n d  I  w i l l  d r i n k  s i x :  
T h e r e  s i t s  o n e  w h o ’ s  i n  a  r i g h t  o l d  f i x . . .  

 
O h .  I  h a v e  d r u n k  s i x  a n d  I  w i l l  d r i n k  s e v e n :  

T h e r e  s i t s  o n e  w h o  t h i n k s  h e ’ s  g o i n ’  t o  h e a v e n . . .  
 

O h ,  I  h a v e  d r u n k  s e v e n  a n d  I  w i l l  d r i n k  e i g h t :  
T h e r e  s i t s  o n e  w h o ’ l l  d r i n k  f r o m  e a r l y  t o  l a t e . . .  

 
O h ,  I  h a v e  d r u n k  e i g h t  a n d  I  w i l l  d r i n k  n i n e :  
T h e  l a n d l o r d  s a y s  w e ’ r e  d r i n k i n g  o v e r t i m e . . .  

 
N o w ,  I  h a v e  d r u n k  n i n e  a n d  I  w i l l  d r i n k  t e n :  
S o  I  t h i n k  i t ’ s  m y  t u r n  t o  h a v e  a  d r i n k  a g a i n !  

A Sussex Toast  
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How About  Hair?  

In 'The Tenore Stridente,' called by the English ‘a Hearty Stave’ 
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The curing of Hog Flesh till it become bacon is a sure 

evidence of the creed…. [I]n the beginning, when 

grandfather and grandmother were turned out of Eden, and 

were compelled by some Order in Council or other to leave 

this County (but we are now returned), they were very 

kindly presented by the authorities with the following: 
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Song of  the Pelagian Heresy  
For the Strengthening of Men's Backs and the very Robust Outthrusting 
of Doubtful Doctrine and the Uncertain Intellectual. 
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Noel  
Judge when you have heard. It is a carol. 
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A Song Nat ive to  Sussex  
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C h i l d !  d o  n o t  t h r o w  
t h i s  b o o k  a b o u t !     
   R e f r a i n  f r o m  t h e  
u n h o l y  p l e a s u r e     
O f  c u t t i n g  a l l  t h e  
p i c t u r e s  o u t !  
   P r e s e r v e  i t  a s  y o u r  
c h i e f e s t  t r e a s u r e .  
 

C h i l d ,  h a v e  y o u  n e v e r  h e a r d  i t  s a i d     
   T h a t  y o u  a r e  h e i r  t o  a l l  t h e  a g e s ?  
W h y ,  t h e n ,  y o u r  h a n d s  w e r e  n e v e r  m a d e  
   T o  t e a r  t h e s e  b e a u t i f u l  t h i c k  p a g e s !  
 
Y o u r  l i t t l e  h a n d s  w e r e  m a d e  t o  t a k e  
   T h e  b e t t e r  t h i n g s  a n d  l e a v e  t h e  w o r s e  
o n e s :     
T h e y  a l s o  m a y  b e  u s e d  t o  s h a k e  
   T h e  M a s s i v e  P a w s  o f  E l d e r  P e r s o n s .  
 
A n d  w h e n  y o u r  p r a y e r s  c o m p l e t e  t h e  d a y ,     
   D a r l i n g ,  y o u r  l i t t l e  t i n y  h a n d s  
W e r e  a l s o  m a d e ,  I  t h i n k ,  t o  p r a y     
   F o r  m e n  t h a t  l o s e  t h e i r  f a i r y l a n d s .  

ON THE GIFT OF A 

BOOK TO A CHILD  


